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PEOPLE WHO WORK.
STATISTICS ABOUT AMERi-
CAN WAGE EARNERZS.

Numbors and Wages of Male and Fe-
mule Kmployes Compared—FProportion
of Women Who Work Ya Increasing,
While Froportion of Mea Is Decreasing.

Wasminaron, Feb, 13, —The eleventh
annual report of the bureau of labor,
just transmitted to Congress by Com-
missioner Wright, was prepared, in

~ pbedience to a joint resolution of Con-
gress directing an investigation rela-
tive to the employment of men, women
and children, and is confined strictly
to o comparison of the extent of em-
ployment and wages of 1805-06, or

“present period” with the conditions

in what is termed “former period"

ante-dating the present period by at
denst ten years.

The agents of the department se-
cured information from 1,067 estab-
lishments of various kinds, located in
thirty different states and employing
148,367 persons—a number large
enough to insure that the data col-
lected were thoroughly representative.
The complete data songht for, how-
ever, were obtained from 931 establish-
ments employing 64,5660 persons in the
former and 108,048 in the present pe-
riod. Of this number in the first pe-
riod 26,749 were males of 18 years of
age or over, as against 43,195 in the
second, 4,17) mules under 18 years of
age, as against 7,540 in  the second,
27,160 females, 18 years of age or over
and 0,743 females under 18 years of
nge, a5 against 45,182 and 12,751, re-
spectively, in the present period The
male employes 13 yeass of age or over
increased in the present period over
the former period 63,1 per cent, while
female employes of the same age
period increased 66,3 per cent. Male
employes under 18 years of age in-
ereased B0.6 per cent, while female
employes under 18 years of age in-
creased 80,1 per cent.

The proportion of temnles 10 years
of uge and over employed in all oceu-
pations in the Unites States rose in its
relation to the whole number employed
from 14.08 per cent in 1870 to 17.22 per
cent in 1800, while males deereased in
proportion from B85.32 per cent in 1870
$0 82.78 per cent in 1890, For the pres-
ent period, out of an aggregate of
79,987 women, 70,021, or 88,7 per cent
wore single, 6,755, or B.5 per cent mar-
vied, 2,411 or 4.5 per cent divorced and
214, or 3-10 of 1 per eent unknown. Of
the 5,014,571 females 10 years of
age or over engaged in gainful pur-
suits in the United States in 1800,
60.84 per cent were single or their
conjugnl condition unknown, 18.16
per cent married, 16,10 per ‘cent wid-
owed and Y0 per cent divoreed,! Of 782
instances in which men and women
work at the same occupation and per-
form their work with the same degree
of efficiency, men receive greater pay
in 505 or 76.1 per cont of the instances.
and women receiving greater puy in
199 or 16,9 per cent while in 58 in-
stances or 7.4 per cent the men receive
h0.1 per cent greater pay than the
women in the 595 instances in  which
they are given greater pay, while the
women receive but 10,3 per cent great-
er pay in the 120 instances in which
they are paid higher wages.

Out of the 228 instances in which
men and ehildren (persons under 18
years of age) work at the same occu-
pation with a like degree of efficiency,
men receive greater pay in 182, or 79.8
per cent of the instanees, and children
receive greater pay in 24 or 10.5 per
cent, while in 22 instances or 0.7 per
cent they receive the same pay for the
same work performed with the same
degres of eificieney.  The men receive
57.7 per cent greater pay than the
children in the 182 instances in which
they are paid more, while the children
receive but 8.6 per cent greater pay in
the 24 instances in which they are
padd the higher wiges.

The main reason for the employment
of women and girls is that they are
better adapted for the work at which
they are employed. Other reasons
given are that they are more reliable,
more easily controlled, cheaper, more
temperate, more easily procurable,
neater, more rapid, more industrious.
wess linble to strike and learn more
rapidly.

NO REHEARING.

The Supreme Court Refuses to Consider
Ducstrow's Cnse— Respite Asked For.
Jerreasos Crry, Mo., Feb. 13,—The

supreme court en bane refused to
grant the order asked in the Duestrow
case to compel division No. 2 to trans-
fer the applieation for a hearing to
the court en bane.

Duestrow’s attorneys then made ap-
plication to Governor Stephens for a
respite for thirty days.

.-

4. D. Rockefeller's Offer.

New Yorg, Feb, 13, —At a mecting
of Baptists lnst night at the residence
of J. . Rockefeller, the Standard Oil
magnate promised to comtribute $250,-
900 toward paying off the total in-
debtedness of 8456,000 resting upon the
Baptist Foreign and Home Missionary
gocieties, provided other friends of the
societies should subsceribe the remain-
ing 8236,000 by July 1.

A Gift From Grmblers.

Torera. Kan,, Feb. 13.—Topeka’s
new chief of police, Henry Stesle, has
been presented with o handsomo star
by the leaders of the Topeka gambling
fraternity. 1t Is made of gold, hasa
large ruby in the center and the letter
ing is of black enamel. Upon the re-
verse side are engraved the names of
the givers.

Arkansas Town Wiped Out by Flre.

Litrre Rock, Ark., Feb. 13, —The
town of Malvern, which was almost
wiped out by fire last July, was visited
by u conflagration to-day which de-
stroyed the pebuilt portion. The loss
will aggregate $100,000.

Tripoll's Syangogue Despolled.
Tuiroryr, Feb. 13.—The Turkish offi-
clals having withdrawn the guard from
the Jewish quarter here, a mob of
Mussulmans invaded it, pillaged the
:Enwe aud destroyed the scrolls of
e law, i

| TRADE THE COUNTRY OVER

Dun Comments on Disroption of the
Stoel Rall Pool

New Yomk, Feb. 13.—R. G. Dun &
Co.'s weekly review of trade says:

“No other event of the week ap-
proaches in importunce the disruption
of the steel rail 1. In two days
after it, n greater tonnage of ralls
was probably purchased than the en-
tire production last year, reported
us 500,000 tons, and instend of §28
in December and 825 in January, §17
is now the price at which works Enst
and West are seeking orders, the Car-
negie company even selling at 817,
Chicago delivery. These sales will
employ many thousand hands, withan
important decrease in the cost of track
lnying or renewals to railronds.

Also important is the struggle be-
tween the two great companies pro-
ducing Mesaba iron ore, one allied
with the Illinois Steel and the other
with the Carnegic company, which is
expected to bring about lower prices
for ore, and to push manly mines to
their utmost capacity. But in the war
of rival interests wages are already
reduced by some large concerns.

Would Order the Lands Oponed.

Wasmixaroy, Feb, 13.—An impor-
tant nmendment has been made to the
Indian appropriation bill by the Sen-
ate, which provides for a different
dourse than heretofore adopted for
opening lands to scttlement. The
amendment is as follows:

“That all that part of the Uncom-
pahgre Indian reservations in the state
of Utah, except such lands as have
been heretofore allotted or selected for
allotment to said Indians, is hereby
declared open to public entry under
the land laws of the United States;
provided, that no one person shall be
allowed to make more than four claims
on lands csntaining Gilsonite."

Munrried In Tights,

Derrorr, Mich,, Feb, 13.—Arthur T.
Gorman of Baltimore, who is sald to
be a nephew of United States Senutor
Gorman, was married lust night to
Miss Annie Waltman of the Wood Sis-
ters' Burlesque Vaudeville company.
The marringe was performed on the
stage of the Capitol Square theater
and the bride appeared in her costume
of tights worn by her during the regu-
lar performance. The novelty of the
wedding and of the bride’s unusunl ap-
parel provoked much applause from
the large aundience. Justice Teagan
performed the ceremony.

Negro Robs a Natlonal Bank
Savrsevne, Pa.,  Feb. 13, —About
noon Cashier J, A, Klingensmith of
the First National bank was held up
by a colored man and foreed to hand
over $400, The man entered the bank
when no one but Mr. Klingensmith
was present and asked for some
change. When the cashier looked up
the black man held a revolver to his
head and ordered him to hand over the
eash, Mr. Klingensmith hunded out a
package containing, 400, and as soon
as the robber left the bank the cashier
gave the alarm and a crowd wus soon
in pursnit. After a hot chase of a
mile or two, the man was eaptured and
the money recovered,

They Will Buaild s Rallway.
Cornvyniy, Mo., Feb, 13.—The organ-
ization of the Boone Coal company. to
operate extensive mines in rich coal
ficlds in this vicinity, has been com-
pleted.  An effort will be put forth to
extend the Wabash branch railroad
south to the Missouri river and north
to Perry. in Ralls county, in order to
connect at that point with the Mis-
sonri, Kansas and Texas. The cap-
italists have offered to contribute u
large sum to s:eure the road.

Monuments for Noted Missoarians,

derrersony Ciry, Mo, I'eb, 13, —The
Senate committee on appropriations
decided to recommend the passage of
bills providing for monuments to
Thomas H. Benton at St. Lonis and to
Daniel Boone at St. Charles, where he
died. The bills originally provided
for $10,000 for each monument, but
the committee cut the amount to §1,-
500. A monument to Governor Marma-
duke will also be favored.

Cattle Thieves Killed,
SAN Axtoxio, Tex., Feb. 13, —A des-
perate battle between Sheriff Jones
und posse and a band of eattle thieves
took wnlace in Kimball connty, Texas,
yesterdny. The sheriff’s vosse had
been on the trial cf the thieves several
days, and finally came upon their
camp in the hills. The thieves showed
fight, and two of them, J. C. Johnson
and Jim Crain, were killed, and Jack
Underwoaod fatally wounded. None of
the sheriff’s posse was injured.

Palne's Title May Bo Valld.

Gurunig, Okla.. Feb, 13.—The terri-
torial supreme court yesterday after-
noon handed down fifty-one opinions,
involving many of the most important
cases ever tried in the territory. The
case in which the greatest amount is
at stake wus that of Veder B. Paine
vs. City of Guthrie, involving the titie
to one-fourth of the City of Guthrie,
aggregating fully $2,000,000 in valne.
The court grunted a rehearing of the
case, !

0ld Time Minstrel Dead,

Kaxsas Crry, Mo.. Feb., 13.—The
angel of death entered the city hos-
pital at 11 o'clock yesterday morning
and stilled the heart of a minstrel
whose volce thrilled the audiences of
half & century ago with the rich, full
melodies of the plantation. Charles
Charistie. whose name recalls the earli-
est recollestions of burnt ecork artists,
closed his eyes in the last long sleep.

For Garfleld Unlversity Purchase.

Toreks, Kan., Feb, 13.—The special
committee of the Senats, appointed to
examine the buildings, grounds and
equipments of Garfield university at
Wiechita, reported that the loeation
and buildings were the best in the
state for a state normal school and ad-
vised the state to make the purchase.

Commissioner Wright Reappolnted.
Wismsoron, Feb. 13, —The Presi-
ient to<dsy nominated Carroll D.

Wright of Massachusetts to be com-
Mﬂner of labor (a resppointment.)

 CONGRESSIONAL.
POSTAL APPROPRIATION
BILL PASSED.

It Carrles Over ®05,000,000-—Sonate
Discusses the Anglo-Amerlenn Arbl-
tration  Treaty—Sammary of the
Week's Congressionsl FProceodings,

Feb. 12 —~The statue of Abraham Lincoln
in the. old hall of representatives was
draped in the American flag and wreathed
with flowers in honor of the 88th anniver-
sary of his birth, but the House dld not sus-
pend business. On the contrary, it oele-
brated the anniversary by discussing the
necessities ol the postalservice and passing
the postomee approprintion bill. The bill
as pissed carries $96,430,714,

The Senate passed a resolution offered by
Mr. Hill of New York requesting Secretary
Olney to use every effort toward bettering
the condition of Sylvester Scovell, the news-
paper correspondent imprisoned In Cuba,
and to insist on all treaty rights to which he
is entitled. Mr. Morgan, Democrat, of Aa-
hama, offered a resolution for the abroga-
tlon of the Clayton-Bulwer treaty, The bill
was passed authorizing the appolntment of
an additional judge of the United States
court In the Indian territory HBeyond this
the proceedings of the brief open session,
lasting less than an hour, were of a routine
character, In executive session the arbi-
tration treaty was further debated.

Feb., 11.—The Senate spent the greater

rt of the day In executive session debat-

ng the Anglo-American arbitration treaty.
The entire time was consumed by Senators
Turple and Morgan, the former i advocacy
of and the latter in opposition to ratification.
No actlon was taken on any amendment or
on any part of the treaty, and but littie ap-
preclable progress was made. The Senate
sed the diplomatic and consular appro-
priation bill and fixed next Wednesday at
4 p.m, as the time for a final vote on the
immigration conference report

The House passed the fortifications ap-
propriation bill with but a single amend-
ment and made some headway with the
postofiice appropriation bill. But the major
portion of the day was consumed {n a politl-
cal debate on the financial question which
was presented by an innoceat provision in
a bill providing for funding the debtof the
territorfes.  After conslderabie debate the
gold clause was struck out.

Fel 10.~-Senator Morgan, the champion
of the Nicaragua canal bill, announced in
the Senate his abandonment of that meas-
ure for the present sesslon of Congress, and
thereupon, it was displaced by the bank-
ruptey bill. The senutor mide this move
after a protracted contest, covering several
weeks, which had disclosed the fact that ob-
structive opposition could not be overcome.
He gave notice that he would renew his iad-
vocacy of the bill at an early day of the
coming extra session. 'The bankruptcy bill
stcceeded to the advantageous position of
“anfinished business, " but the debafe went
averuntil to-morrow. The agricultural ap-
propriation bill was taken up late in the
day and passed at 83,206,600, It led to a
lvely debate, In which Secretary Morton
was sharply eriticised by Senators Vest
Chandler, Tillman and others.

The House passed the Senate bill relating
to the carrying of obscene matter by ex-
press companies and it has gone to the pres-
{dent for signature. A fine of not to exceed
£5,000 or imprisonment not to exceed five
years, or both, is the penalty for wviolatiom

Feh 9.—-The most Important develop-
ments concerning the conslderalion of the
arbitra lon treaty were the offering of an
amendment by Senator Morgun of Alabama,
providing for the abrogation of the Clay-
ton-Bulwer treaty, and the speech by the
same Senator in favor of this proposition.
Senator Morgan declared the considerations
which called forth the Clavion-Bulwer
treaty had long passed away. It was no
longer binding on either nation nor was it
of any use or value to this nation, though It
might be of importance to Great Hritaln in
case the Nicaragua canal was constructed,
Another important amendment was offered
by Senator Bacon of Georgia It provides
for ‘a modification of article § sp as to re-
lieve the Southern states from any obliga-
tion that might arise under the bonds |s-
sued in the reconstruction days. Mr. Bacon
sought an opportunity to address the Senate
on the amendment, bul was prevented by
the fact that Senator Morgan held the floor
all day.

The House agreed to the final conference
report on the immigration bill by an over-
whelming majority, (217 to 43), and passed
two more pension hills over the President's
veto. The beneficlaries of the pension bills
passed over the veto were hoth of the class
known as “remarried widows" Mr, Cleve-
land has disapproved a number of thise
bills, but he has also allowed several to be-
come laws without his signature,

Feh B.—The Anglo- American arhitration
treaty was under conslderation by the Sen-
ate from 1 o'clock until 580, The entire
proceeding was behind closed doors. I'he
first half of the sesslon was spen. o debat-
inga motion (ntroluced by Senator Hill to
consider the treaty In open sesslon, and the
most animated part of the proceodings was
based upon this matter. The debate was
characterized by several shirp passages at
arms between the author of the motion and
Senators Morgan, Lodge and Sherman, the
three last named contending strenuously
for the observance of the Senatorfal custom
of sccrecy in dealing with the treaty. It
was stated [t was the wish of the adminisg-
tration that the public should be excluded
from the debates. The only vole of the day
was seenred on the Hill mption, which was
defeated, the count showing only 9 for
ft and 489 against  The negative
vote wns c¢ast by two gold Demo-
crats, Hill and Lindsay: two sliyer
Democrats, Rogch and Tiilman: two inde-
pendent silver Republicans, Teller and Pet-
tigrew: two Populists, Peffer and Stewart,
and one straight Republican, Brown, At ad-
journment the debate was still on.

The House devoted the whole day to Dis-
trict of Columbia business and eight bills of
more or less local Importance were passed.

Feb. 6.—The session of the Senate accomm-
plished little save the passage of bills o
which no objection was made. In the firat
part of the day Mr. Thurston of Nebraska
continued his speech on the Pacific rall-
roads At 2o'clock the Nicaragua bill came
upl but gave way to the calendar. There
was some discussion of the Cuba resolutions
reported by the committee on f~~elgn reld-
tions when reached, but they went over
without action. At 3 p. m. culogies wepe de-
livered on the late Represcntative Cogswell
of Massachusctts

The House passed the District of Columbla
appropriation bill, and after some routine
at 2:45 adjourned.

Wil Form » Whisky Trust

Louvisvitig, Ky., Feb. 10.—A secret
meeting of distillers from all over the
state was held in this city late last
night for the Jnrﬁosa of forming =
W lakly trustof a Kmtuckiy distill-
ers. Their object is to control the out-
put and the price of Kentueky whisky.

Wealthy St Lonls Man Suicides.

8t. Lovis, Me,, Feb. 13, —Richard L.
Sharpe, president of the Keystone
lumber mills, and a prominent Mason,
committed snicide by shooting here
to-day. For two years Mr. Sharpe had
suffered from a malady which be-
lieved to be ineurable,

Milllons on Iodia Rellef Work.
Carcurra, Feb 13.—It is officially
stated that 2,750,000 APV DnOwW
employed on the famine relief work in
the d ntdistricts swhere the scare-
ity prev:

THE ELECTORAL VOTE.

MceKinloy und' Hobart Are Formally Dee
clared Eleoted,

Wasminaron, Feb, 11.—The first
public exercises in connection with the
incoming administration occurred at
the eapitol yesterday when two houses
of congress in jointsession counted the
.electoral vote of the various states and
heard Vice President Stevenson for-
mally announce the election of Will-
liam MeKinley as President and Gar-
| rett A. Hobart as Vice President.
| Vice President Stevenson, who by

law presided over the joint session,
| took his place by the side of Speaker
Reed and then the tellers, Messrs.
Lodge of Massachusetts and Blackburn
| of Kentucky on behalf of the Senate,
and Grosvenor of Ohlo and Richardson
of Tennessee on behalf of the House,
sseended to the clerk’s desk immedi-
{ately below the Speaker's table and
prepared to count the vote,

At 1:40 o'elock the Viee President
! stated that the count had closed and
directed the tellers to announce the re-
'sult. There was a computation by the
tellers,

Then Mr. announced: *“The
stute of the vote for President and
Vice President of the United States, as
found by the tellers is: Whole num-
ber of electors, 447; of which & major-
ity is 224. Willinin MeKinley of Ohio
has received 271 for President and
William J. Bryan of Nebraska has re-
ceived 176 votes. T'he state of the vote
for Vice President is: Garrett A, Ho-
bart has received 271 electoral votes,
Arthur Sewell 149 and Thomas K
Watson 27 votes.”

Mr, Lodge hunded the resalt to the
Vice President and Mr. Stevenson
arose and repeated the detailed vote,
adding the constitutional announce-
ment that William MecKinley and Gar-
rett A. Hobart were elected President
and Vice President respectfully for
the term beginning March 4. This
closed the proceedin which lasted
just fifty minutes and had been devoid
of incident or applause. The Senators
marched back to their chaomber and
the House adjourned

A CLASH EXPECTED,

Only Intervention by the FPowers Can

Provent It

Atnrxs, Feb. 13,—The warlike ex-
gitement here increased with the de-
parture of troops for the frontier and
the equipping of additional war ves-
gels for service in Cretan waters. No-
body seems to doubt that o clash at
arms will oceur between Grecce and
Turkey unless the powers intervene;
but it is believed here that Greece will
be given o frec hand in Crete, and
that if she suceeeds in annexing that
island her right to do so will not be
questioned by the rest of Europe,

The porte is understood tohave a;r
pealed to the powers to restrain
Greece in this emergeney. but nothing
further is known of the policy Turkey
is adopting, although it is reported
that a large foree of Turkish troops is
assembling at Salonika for embarka-
ation to Crete, that there is great
activity in military eireles on the Turk-
ish frontier, and that » portion of the
Turkish fleet is being prepared for
active service.

A Wealthy Indian
Ralser Murdered.
IxprrENDENCE, Kan,, Feb, 13.—Last
night o wagon and team were found in
a secluded plaee in the wonds, not far
from the rond, at the crossing of the
Verdigris river, about three miles
cast of Newata, L 1., fifty miles
gouth of here. to-day it was
identified as that of Mr. Joel Mack,
a wealthy stock raiser, who owns
a large tract of land near Bartlesville,
but whose family live in this city. His
cont and hat were found near the
wagon, and indications were that a
struggle had taken place. Excitement
ran bhigh and upon further search it
was found where his clothes had been
burned, and later his head, detached
from his body was discovered in some
nonderbrush on the river's bank, His
body capnot he found and it is prob-
able that he was muordered and his

body thrown into the river

Territory Stock

Peddler Proves to He n Hurglar

Lawnescr, Kan., Feb. 13.—Sherifl
Gowans of Emporia came here yester-
day to get Tom Berry, allas Frank
Wilson, who was arrested here a few
days ago for peddling without & eity
license. Herry had in his possession o
lot of articles which aroused the sus-
picion of tie police, who held him, He
was wanted for burglarizing a book
store at Emporia.

Tramp Commits & Brutal Murder.

Forr Syres, Ark., Feb, 12.—A brutal
murder was committed seven miles
below Mansfield, in Scott county. The
vietim was a 10-yeur-old daughter of a
farmer named Phillips. A tramp as-
sanlted and afterward shot her to
death snd fled. If captured, he will
be lynched.

A #£10.000 Sult Agalnst the Wabash.

Mgxico, Mo., Feb. 12.—Lena Nei-
meyer has bronght suit in the Mont-
gomery county court for  $10,000
against the Wabash Railroad company:.
She elaims this for damages caused by
being put off 4 passenger train.  She
was ejected becauss she refused to
pay her fare, being in the habit of
riding free. She is only 9 years of sge.

Agninst n Coustitutional Conventlon.

Jerrersox Crry, Mo, Feb. 12.—The
House committee on jndiciary reported
unfavorably a bill which p for
a constitutional convention. Itis the
same bill that passed the Senate yes-
terday.

No Sunday Closing w Englaod. -

Toxvox, Feb, 12. —By u vote of 200 to
140 the Honse of Commons rejected the
bill of Mr. Wilson (Liberal), providing
for the closing of blic houses
throughout Sunday, ublic houses
are allowed to be open for a time in
the middle of Sunday and Sunday
evening.

&

President Hunting Agsin.
Wasminaron, Feb. 13.—Presi
Cleveland left the city last ton
the light house tender Maple for &
day's duck shooting at Widewater, Va.

| ON 10WA RAIL RATES,

PASSENGER SERVICE AND
RATES COMPARED.

Reply of the State Rallroad Commisslon
to Inquiries by Agriculturlsts Regard-
Ing Average Rucelpts and Exponses.

Des Molnes, lows,—Correspundence Chlcago
Timen-Herald.—W, W, Fiold of Udebolt, pres-
ldent of the Btate Agrlouliural scciety, atx-
lous Lo enlighten its miembors on (he mer.ts of
the rallrond ¢uesiion, sulgit for iniorwation
from the state board of rairond comniissions
€rs on the following poitiia: What is the aver-
hge rate of fare jn lows? What does {t cost the
rullmmr LO CArTY @ pardongor a jmile? How
aro we (the agriculturists) 10 uscerialn what
rate would be talr on both sides? What s
the opiniun of the cormnmissloners on the ques-
tien? In reply an open letier ling boon writs
ten by W, W. Alnawerth, seortary of the
commigsion, saying In part; “The questions
suggested by you have rocently been oone
sidered by the board of railroad and ware-
hoitse commigsloners of llinols ln responze Lo
an inguiry made by the stiwe grange of that
stale. s conclusion was that it “would be
unwise, unwarranted and unjust to the rall-
road ll'll?r?ﬁll of the state to comply with this
request.’ ‘The regular report says: Some of
the great trunk lines in Hlinols might be ahla
to sand such a reduction, yet the spoaller
ronds and those which do almost wholly a
loval business, and which are now and huye
been for the last two years struggling for
exlstence, would be inost soriously offected
by It Such action on our part would simply
Increass the heavy burdens under which they
are struggling now.

Decrease In Passengor Businoss,

"It 18 n wall-known fact to those who have
taken the trouble to investigate the amount of
passenger business done by the rallrbads lo
INinols during tho last twe years that there
has been a large decrease In the number of
passengers carried. This is due, In our judg-
ment, not to the amount charged for such
service, but to the general depression in all
lines of business, the low prices of farm
products and the unsettled financlal condi-
tions which have had thelr effect on the ‘Fu-
senger us well as the freight business. Thig
quention was belore us whoen we revised the
freight schedule in 1895 and the whole ques-
tion was thoronghly considered. We did not
think then, and neither do wo foel now, that
It justiee to both the publie and the rallroads
this reduction should be made at this *imo.
If tho country Was prosperous our conclt-
slons might be different. The statistics in our
offioe show that for the last three years, 180,
184 and 1808, the average amount charged by
tho rallronds per pussenger per mile I8 o feac-
tion mbove 2 cents, although the muaximum
allowed them was 3 cenis, For the reasons
above stated we do not feel that this roducs
tion should be made by um at this time,
We are also asked to recommend this re-
duetion to the leglslature. In view of our
concluslon wo do not feol that it would be
conglstent for us to do so.

Recelpts and Cost Per Mile,

"From the statistics given in the report of
this pommission for 1593 It appears the aver-
age amount recelved by tho rallrouds dolng
business in lowa for currving one passenger
one mile during the year was 2.27 cents. The
returns from  which these results are aob-
talned de not Inclide any passengers earried
free. The largs number of paswengers who
love traveled upon reductions of rales as Har-
mitted by our statutes—ministers of the gos-
pel, urﬁuniuuum of our military, excarsions
on holldayw, apeclul rates to mectings of mmany
organizations, state and county fairs—are fucs
tors that reduce the average fare to the
amount nbove stated. It i ohvious, thero-
fore, that the avernge must always be lower
than the rate fixed by law. The eharactor of
the business renders I Impossible to make
any rite that will be absolutely uniform. The
lown report for 1805 shows only ten roads
which returned the average oost of eareylong
one puEsenger one wile, The aversge cost of
these companien wis 214 cents. This result
15 1ess relable than §if It wers founded apon
rolurng made by all the roads, which would
probahly increase it. In arriving at the gost
of earrying one passenger one mile, &3 aboye
given, nothing 1% tharged on account of the
expenses of the rallroads for intereat, rents,
tnxes and m'scellansous fixed charges, and,
of course, nothing for dividends on stock.
The pussonges traflle should, of course, bear
fts proportion of these expenses, which con-
stitute rart of the cost of doing the business.
From statistics compiled by the lnterstate
commerce commission It appears that to
chargy the passenger business of the rall-
roads with Its proportlonate share of the fixed
chargds, not ineluding anything, however, on
account of divldends and erediting It with
mall and express earnings, would give us as
the actunl cost 257 venls.

Figures on Reduced Traflic.

orhe statoment of the liinols commission
that there has been n general reduction of
passenpzor business is undounhtedly confirmed
by the statistice, For the whole United Stales
ihe number of passengers carried one m_ite
for each mile of vallrond in 1890 was = 751:
in 19 it was 68,572 Though the num r of
paseengora carried was less, the passenger
ont mileage was greater 1n 1875 than in 1500,
which, of course, Incrensed the cvst per pas-
ponger. 1n 1880 the tolal number of miles
run by passenger trains in the Unlt-.:ll States
was 285,576,804, In ‘]MB:‘. it was s“"‘“""{-‘iﬂéo I]::
1505 the reyenues [rom passenger service
the United States decreased $3L105378 as
compared with 1804, though the fleures for
1895 include 206549 miles of road more than
fn 1884, The foregoing statements, which are
based upon the most accurate statistles ob-
tainable, at this time Indicate: 1. That at the
present time the avorage tare charged in lowa
ig less than the aciual cost of transporting the
paesenger, 2. That within the last thres or
four years passenger carnings have deorense
without d¢ corresponding decrease in the cost
of doing the business, Unless changes have
boen rocently made that have not come to the
notles of the commission the following are the
riiles prevailing in the countries nnmed’i
England —Firat olass, 4.2 cents; second, 3.2
pents; third, 2 conts, F‘{agct—?lr‘m class, 4
conts: second, 3 cents; third, 2 cents, Ttaly—
Firat class, 3.6 cenis! second, 2.6 cents; third,
1.5 centy, Holland—First ‘class, 4.2 nents;
socond. 2.6 cents: third, 1.6 cents. Belginm—
First class, 2.4 conts; secand, L8 ¢oents; third,
1.2 cents. Bxeept in Englund no baggage is
ourricd free. .

Density of Population A Factor.

“Tho density of population also affects tho
volumn of passenger traffic, Where the popu-
latlon s dense there will be more travel than
in snarsely settled digtriets, In lowa the
popuintion  per squaroe mile is abont 88; ln_
Pugland, &41; Belgium, LS Holland, 3507
Ttaly, 268; Franee, 157; New \og, 189; Ohio,
1 New England, 5: Minoin, 75 Mlsscmri:
43: Wisconsin, 34; Nebraska, 15 Kansas, 19:
South Dakotn, b The popul_.atinu per mile of
raiiroad in Town s shout 247, In 1llinots it l.?
about 465 New York, §13: Now 'l‘.‘nglnnd. (19:
Missourl, 447T: Wisconsin. 206; Nebraska, 2097
Kansas, 108; South Dakota. 129, The average

senger carnings per mile, as shown by the
ast renoris to this comnilgsion, of the roads
operating In Towa are £500. The Kansps re-
port for 1895 shows 3841, the Ilinols report
§1,582, and, ns shown by the report of the in-
terstate commerce comnisaion, they are 34,422
in Now Enqlnnd. $4,512 in New York and in

Ohlo §1.91.°

Quicker in the 0ld Days.
The Chicago Shade was in a con-
‘Adentlal mood and put his feet over
the arms of his throne,
] 'am & man with & history, When
{ was on earth 1 spent my life and my
fortune fighting four divorce cases,” he
sald tentatively to the bulky shade on
his right. .
“And yet they say the world prog-
resses,” mused the shade of Henry
VIIL, as he took a retrospective glance
utmamdavotedtohhtemln
the history books.—Pittsburg News.

Hermit of Homlock Beach Dead.

BEbenezer Chichester, better knowa
as the “Hermit of Hemlock Beach,”
died last week at Amityville, L. L He
had previously lived for forty years in
a cave dug in a sand dune on Hemlock
Beach. He was 85 years of age.

Valuable Paint Plelds,

The largest mineral paint fields in
the country bave been discovered in
Pine plains township, Allegan county,
Mich. The pockets in some instances

cover a half-acre and contain paints of
various colors.

trainmen
Ery o

Hood himself is tired

IN LINCOLN'S MEMORY.

Anniversary of His Hirth Is Generally
Observed,

Cuicaao, Feb. 13,--The Marquette
club last night celebrated the anni-
versary of the birth of Abraham Lin-
coln by a bunguet ot the Auditorinm
hotel. About 600 were present at the
banquet, the majority of them being
members of the club, The great ban-
quet hall of the hotel was decorsied in
o lavish manner with gnriands, cut
flowers and the national colors, The
banquet proper hegan early in the
evening and it was three hours later’
before the intellectval portion of the
programme wans raaehm{o

Inpiaxaronts, Ind., Feb. 13, —The
Indiana commandery of the Loyal
Legion celebrated the eighty-sighth
suniversary of the birth of Abraham
Lincoln last night with a banquet at
the Commereinl club, at which covers
were laid for 175 members cf the Le-

ion in the state and guests. CGieneral
sew Wallace presided. °

Mixsesora, Minn., Feb, 13 =Lin-
coln’s birthday was commemorated in
this city by a banquet given at the »
West hotel hy the Minnesots com-
maudery Order of the Loyal Legion
There were 300 guests present, from all
parts of the state. The addresses were
delivered by General John C. Black of
Chicago., commander of the Illinms
commandery, on “Abraham Lincoln,”
and by Archbishop John Ireland.

Wasmixeros, Feb, 13, —The statue of
Abraham Lincoln in the Hall of Rep-
resentatives was draped yesterday in
the American flag and wreathed with
flowers in honor of the 88th anni-
versary of his birth.

ALICE PLATT IS FREE.

Verdict of Acqulttal for the Suspooted
Polsoner of the Mussey Children.
Kaxsas Crry, Mo, Feb. 13.—Alice

Platt was aeguitted this morning of

the charge of poisoning little Eliza-

beth Mussey, As she left the court
room with her father and sister she
waved her blue veil excitedly and
slfonted to the great crowd that had
athered: “Did you ever get left?”
he jury at first stood seven for ac-
quittal vo five for conviction, but the
five were gradually won over to ac-
quittal.

Btricken on the Stage.

New Yonrk, Feb, 12.—Armand Castle-
mary, while singing the role of Tris-
tano in Flotow's opera of “*Martha” at
the Metropolitan opera house last
night, dropped dead in front of the
footlights and almost in full view of
one of the most brilliant audiences
that has filled the theater this winter.
So quiet was the matter kept, however,
that few in the audience knew a
tragedy had taken place before their
very eyes.

Burglars Stenl Evidence.

St Lowis, Mo, Feb, 13.—Burglars
entered the oflice of Secret Service
Agent Murphy in the Federal building
here and stole all of the counterfeit
money in the possession of the depart-
ment. This robs the government of
its chief evidence against counterfeit-
ers now in jail, and practically pre-
vents the effective prosecution of the
cases, The police believe friends of
the men now in jail committed the
burglary.

Madame Modjeska Strickon.

Los Axeeres, Cal., Feb. 13.—Mme.
Modjeska is suffering from an attock
of ncutp colitis, necessitating the can-
cellation of her presentengagement at
the Los Angeles theater, Her speedy
convalesence is considered doubtful,
and it may Dbe necessavry to postpone
her Northern engagements  Modjeska
has {rat recm'tererf from an attack of
paralysis and returned to the stage
only three weeks ago.

Seven Months' Exports.

Wasmsaroxn, Feb. 13.—According to
tables of the bureau of statistics the
total exports of domestic products
during the,seven months ending Jan-
uary i1 last amounted to $422,986,802,
against §334,840.011 for the correspond-
ing period in the preceeding year.
Breadstufls nmounledp to $121,98%,245,
cotton $169.456,005, mineral oils §37,-
293,217, and provisions 875,806,903,

whidy

Where Ix Fitz's Money?

New Yorg, Feb. 13.—Warren Lewis,
in an interview, says: “l have just
taken down $2,600 which I had in
Smith's hunds for the last three months
as a forfeit for Corbett in his match
with Fitzsimmons. The Australian
could not raise his 82,500, so there is
no money np, and Al Smith handed me

- .

.2

back my money. There is no money S8

up on the match whatever.”

Charch Exemptions Will Remain.

JerrErsoN City, Mo., Feh. 13.—The
House ways and means committee re-
ported unfavorably on McPherson’s
resolution toamend the constitution by.
doing away with tax exemptions on
church property. It is the second
A. P. A. proposition the house hgs
killed.

MeCullagh Left a Snug Fourtune.

St. Louis, Mo., Feb. 13.—The inven-
tory of the estate of thelate Joseph B.
McCullagh, editor of the Globe-Demao-
eut. was filed with rtﬂl:e ;Iy“l'ku b?ll ﬁa
probate court yesterday ¢ Ad-
ministrator g!:lurdmn. The perg
sonal property is retorned at $876,-
127.46.

Judge Vandivert Is Down.
TorexkA, Kan., Feb.  ~The Senats
and Hovse the bill abolishing
Judge Vandivert's judicial district.

Asks Big Damageson s Capitol Contract.
Ixnprixarorts, Ind., Feb. 13.—Will-
jam Howard has sued the state for
$500,000 damages, alleging that alter-
ations by the architect in the state
house, begun in 1870, the contract for
which the plaintiff had assumed as
bondsmen, had caused heayy losses.

Hood's Flirting Bill Dend.
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